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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township.

Rochdale Town Hall
Although the revised Stage 1 HLF bid for the Town Hall was unfortunately rejected 
due to the lack of available funds, we remain committed to safeguarding our Town 
Hall.   We are now in the process of exploring other funding options to restore the 
building and will continue to engage with the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
Following the planning application being approved earlier this year, the Council’s 
development partner is now undertaking extensive site investigations across the 
site to test the ground conditions prior to starting construction of the scheme later 
this year.  

Rochdale Market
As part of the site investigation works for Rochdale Riverside, the interim market 
has been moved to Baillie Street, Yorkshire Street and Lord Square. This 
temporary home will remain in place until the new market on The Butts is ready for 
occupation.  The second phase of work to adapt the Santander building to create a 
small indoor market commenced in September.  The new market is set to open at 
Easter 2018.

Highways
The Baillie Street/Yorkshire Street public realm improvement works are 
substantially completed. The project involves the provision of a high quality area of 
public realm using natural stone footway products and includes the provision of a 
rising bollard system to prevent illegal vehicular access to further enhance the area 
for pedestrians. The final elements of the works such as white lining are currently 
ongoing. Once completed a communication exercise will be undertaken with local 
businesses and key stakeholders prior to the activation of a rising bollard system to 
prevent vehicles entering the area illegally.

We have completed the resurfacing of the A58 Yorkshire Street, Rochdale (from 
the Townhead junction to Entwisle Road). These works were carried out over the 
school summer holiday period to minimise disruption to road users. We liaised 
closely with the National Grid gas company to enable them to install a new gas 
main in advance and alongside our works to further minimise disruption.

Environmental Management
As part of Rochdale Township in Bloom the Castleton railway station was described 
as ‘thriving’ and achieved level 4 in 2016.  For the 2017 entry a wild flower meadow 
was planted at the side of the railway bridge. The areas were sprayed off and 
rotovated to remove the grass surface and seeded.  The ‘In Bloom’ group also 
planted a canal boat to complement the scheme. 



The awards ceremony takes place on 5th November, it is hoped that these schemes 
will contribute to another gold medal for Rochdale Township In Bloom.

Rochdale Township Committee
A member of the public raised concerns with regard to parking on Edenfield Road 
causing reduced visibility for drivers exiting Elmsfield Avenue. Committee 
undertook to ensure that the relevant traffic regulations are enforced.  
Reports were presented in relation to the budget 2018/19 to 2020/21 and the 
committee was asked to approve the compulsory purchase of a residential 
property. Members discussed and appointed to planning panels to look at future 
applications.

Feel Good Festival
Another fantastic event, the biggest and best yet. Record crowds were able to 
enjoy Razorlight, who were Razor Sharp in a safe and welcoming environment.

Big Change
Through Mark Foxley (Rochdale Town Centre Management Co) I attended the 
launch of the Big Change Campaign which aims to help vulnerable people who are 
left with no choice but to beg for money on the streets to get the help they need to 
get off, and stay off, the streets.

Rochdale Township In Bloom
I would like to offer a personal thank you to the Rochdale Township In Bloom group 
for another fantastic effort. The Township looked outstanding, with some excellent 
new additions – particularly the Morris 1000 van. Good luck on results day.

The Bee
The gateway to the Town Centre is looking very impressive with the planting of the 
Bee, and the cleaning of the John Bright statue.

Touchstones Exhibition
I recently visited the exhibition of Susan Collis’ work at Touchstones, a thought 
provoking display. The exhibition ran until 30th September. 

Merchant Navy Day
I was pleased to attend the flag raising ceremony at Rochdale Town Hall to 
commemorate Merchant Navy Day.

Area Forums

Balderstone & Kirkholt
The group received a presentation from Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale ‘Tea 
and Talk’. Elected members gave updates on developments within the ward.



Bamford & Oakenrod
The forum received an update on the Greater Manchester Spatial Framework, and 
from the Bamford Green Belt Action Group. The PACT meeting took place and it 
was reported that anti-social behaviour within the area has significantly reduced. A 
number of planning matters were discussed along with issues relating to Council 
Services, including Environmental Management and Highways.

Brimrod, Marland & Sudden
The forum thanked the Council in relation to environmental work in the area, which 
has resulted in vast improvements with regard to litter and green spaces. The GM 
Spatial Strategy was discussed.

Castleton
The forum was informed that the current PACT priorities are anti-social behaviour 
and burglary. An update was given on a recent speed operation that took place on 
Queensway.  A long and detailed discussion took place with regard to the Tetrosyl 
premises and residents requested an update on the Castleton Masterplan be 
brought to a future meeting. 

Central Rochdale
Residents raised concerns in relation to beggars and incidents of drug dealing. A 
number of issues were discussed, such as planning applications, a request for an 
additional pedestrian crossing and concerns about speed humps on Entwisle Road. 
A resident praised the recent ‘Science Extravaganza’ held at Wardleworth 
Community Centre.

Healey
The forum was informed that improvements to Syke Pond could not progress as a 
report to Cabinet was awaited. A number of updates were given in relation to 
speeding traffic/surveys, and agreement was reached with regard to the siting of 
new benches on Syke Common.

Kingsway
Residents were informed that their request for a speed camera on Milnrow Road 
could not be progressed as the recorded speeds do not meet the criteria. General 
discussion were very much highways focussed. An additional bulky waste amnesty 
had been very successful and some progress is being made with regard to the 
development of Robbie’s common.

Milkstone & Deeplish
The PACT priorities are currently drug dealing, prostitution and anti-social 
behaviour. The forum was given information regarding the role of the Public Realm 
Inspector. During the open forum there were concerns in relation to a number of 
highways issues and a perceived lack of progress. Information was given about the 
Deeplish Youth Project, and the efforts of the Council’s Environmental 
Management service were acknowledged and their successful attempts to increase 
recycling in the ward.



Norden
Residents expressed parking concerns/problems at several locations within the 
ward which will need to be rectified by escalation to the Council’s Highways dept. to 
rectify lineage painting issues, and also to Parking Services and GMP to enforce 
with stepped up patrols, subject to their resource levels.

Residents have grave concerns over the risk of yet another HGV vehicle becoming 
stuck on School Lane / Ashworth Road and asked again for local ward Councillors 
to persuade the Councils’ Highways Dept. to provide assistance and suggestions, 
in particular restrictions and signage to ensure a major accident does not occur.

Local Councillors praised efforts of the Council’s Environmental Management Dept. 
and GMP in their speedy response and management of the recent travellers’ 
encampment on Caldershaw.

Spotland & Falinge
Residents raised concerns about off-road bikes, speeding vehicles at a number of 
locations in the Ward, pot holes, footways in need of repair, dog fouling, Traffic 
Regulation Orders, highway safety issues and potential sites for the old Meanwood 
School fencing. The Forum agreed to contribute £2000 from Ward Funds towards 
next year’s Rochdale Township In Bloom entry.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township


